CHAPTER X.

STRUGGLE OF  THE EMPIRE AND  TIIE PAPACY.

REFORMED by the Emperors and their Teutonic no-
minees, the Papacy had resumed in the middle of the
eleventh century the schemes of polity shadowed forth by
i Nicholas I, and which the degradation of the last age had
only suspended. Under the guidance of her greatest
mind, Hildebrand, the archdeacon of Rome, she now-
advanced to their completion, and proclaimed that war
of the ecclesiastical power against the civil power in the
person of the Emperor, which became the centre of the
subsequent history of both. While the nature of the
struggle cannot be understood without a glance at their
previous connection, the vastness of the subject warns
one from the attempt to draw even its outlines, and re-
stricts our view to those relations of Popedom and
Empire which arise directly out of their respective posi-
tions as heads spiritual and temporal of the universal
Christian state.

The eagerness of Christianity in the age immediately
following her political establishment to purchase by sub-
mission the support of the civil power, has been already
remarked. The change from independence to supremacy
was gradual. The tale we smile at, how Constantine,
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